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With innocence and meditation join’d , 0 . 

In foft afjemblage, , liften to my long. Thomfon s Spring. 

To ASSE MBLE, v. a . [< ajfembler , Fr.J To bring together in- 
to one place. It is ufed both of perfons and things. 

And he fhall let up an enfign for the nations, and ffiall aj 
femble the outcafts of Ifrael, and gather together the difperfed 

if Judah. ^ 

Pie wonders for what end you have ajfembled 
Such troops of citizens to come to him. Shak. Richard i . 

To Assemble, v.n. To meet together. _ 

Thefe men ajfembled , and found Daniel praying, an. \ 1. 
Assembly. n.f [ affimbUe , Fr.] A company met together. 

Having heard, by fame. 

Of this fo noble, and fo fair affembly 
This night to meet here, they could do no left. 

Out of the great refpecft they bear to beauty. Shak. H. V iii. 

Asse'nt. n.f. [ affenfus , Lat.] . 

- T « sri ssr- * « * 

upon the whole, the undemanding determine its agent. Locke. 

2 ' C To‘u4e S aTy m thing upon the church, requiring thereunto 

that religious affent of chriftian belief, Wherewith the words 

of the holy prophets are received, and not to fhew' it in fcnp 

ture ; this did the Fathers evermore think unlawful, impious, 

, 5 11 Hooker , b. 11. § 5- 

ThT evidence of God’s own teftimony, added unto the natu- 
ral ajfent of reafon concerning the certainty oi them, doth n 

a little comfort and confirm the fame. , • • § 

Without the king’s ajfent or knowledge, 

You wrought to be a legate. Shakejp. Henry VIH 

Faith, on the other fide, is thz ajfent to any propof.tion, not 
thus made cut by the deduflion of reafon, but upon the credit 

To 1 ASSENT. V. n. [ ajfentire , Lat.] To concede ; to yield to, 

° r AncTthe' Jews alfo ajfented, faying, that tbefejhin^were 

Ass°enta'tion. n.f. [, ojfentath , Lat.] Compliance with the 
opinion of another out of flattery or diffimulation. 
Asse'ntment. n.f. [from ajfent.'] Confent. f 

We may fhrink at their bare teftimomes, whole ar S u ™£ 

are but precarious, and fubfift upon the charity of our ajfent- 
arc out p.c , Brown s Vulgar Errours, b. 1. 

meats . ° 

To ASSE'RT. v. a. [ ajfiro , Lat.] 

i To maintain : to defend either by words or aaions. 

Your forefathers have ajferted die party which they thofe : till 
death, and died for its defence. Dryden s Virgil , Dedication. 

2. To affirm. 

o. To claim; to vindicate a title to. . 

Nor can the grovelling mind, 

In the dark dungeon of the limbs confin’d, 

Affirt the native skies, or own its heav nly kind. Dryden. 
Assertion, n. f. [from ajfirt.] 'I he a£t of aflerting. 

If any affirm the earth doth move, and will not believe with 
us it ftandeth {till; becaufe he hath probable reafons for it, and 

I no infallible fenfe or reafon againft it, I will not quarre win 
7 . y ■ . Browns Vulgar Errours , b. l. 

As^RtTv^/. [from a/ert.] Pofitive; dogmatical; peremptory. 
He was not fo fond of the principles he undertook to lllu ^ rat ^ 
as to boaft their certainty ; propofing them not in a confide 
and ajfertive form, but as probabilities and hypothefes. Glanv. 
Asse'rtor. n.f [from a/ert.] Maintainer; vindicator; fup- 

porter ; affirmer. 

Among th’ ajfertors of free reafon s claim. 

Our nation’s not the lead in worth or fame. Dryden. 

Faithful ajfertor of thy country’s caule, 

Britain with tears {hall bathe thy glorious wound. Prior. 

It is an ufual piece of art to undermine the authority Ox 
damental truths! by pretending to fnew how weak ^proofs 
are, which their ajfertors employ in defence 
To Asse'rve. v. a. [a/ervio, Lat.] 1 o L , P> ^ 

To ASSE'SS. v. a. [from ajfcjlare , Ital. To make an equili- 
brium, or balance.] To charge with any certain fum. 

Before the receipt of them in this office, they were affe/ed 

bv the affidavit from the time of tire inquifition found. Bacon. 
by tne amua A fitting down by one ; agiv- 

Asse'ssion. n.f [ajfejjio. Lit. \ aiming y 

ing affiftance or advice. 

Assessment-. n.J'. [from toajfejs.] 

i. The fum levied on certain property. 

2 * T What greater immunity and happinefs can there be to a peo- 
pie, than to be liable to no laws, but what they make theto- 
felves ? To be fubjeft to no contribution, ajfep.unt, . y 
pecuniary levy whoever, but what they vote, and 1 vol, n a- 
rUy “el/unto themfelves ? Howel’s Pre-eminence of Parham. 

f mTeif^t cSl] another ; generally ufed of thofe who 
affift the judge. 

Minos, the ftrief inquifitor, appeals ; 

And lives and crimes, with his ajfejj'ors , hears, 
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Round in his urn the blended balls be row’s, 

Abfolves the jufc, and dooms the guilty fouls. Dryden's&n. 

2. He that fits by another as next in dignity. 

To his Son, 

Th’ ajfejfor of his throne, he thus began. Par. Lof , b . v i. 

T Vice ftronger than his fire, who fat above, 

Ajfejfor to the throne of thund’ ring J ove. Dryden’ s Iliad. 

3. He that lays taxes ; derived from ajfefs. 

A'ssets. n.f. without the fngular. \_a/ez, Fr.] Goods fufficient 

to difeharge that burden, which is caft upon the executor or 
heir, in fatisfying the teftators or ariceftors debts or legacies. 
"Whoever pleads ajjets , fayeth nothing ; but that the perfon 
againft whom he pleads, hath enough come to his hands, to 
difeharge what is in demand. Covjcl. 

To ASSF/VER. 1 v. a. [ a/eyero , Lat.] To affirm with great 
To Asse'verate. ) folemnity, as upon oath. 

Asseveration, n.f. [from a/everate.] Solemn affirmation, 
as upon oath. 

That which you are perfuaded of, ye have it no otherwife 
than by your own only probable collection ; and therefore fuch 
bold a/everations , as in him were admirable, {hould, in your 
mouths, but argue raffinefs. Hooker , Preface. 

Another abufe of the tongue I might add ; vehement ajfeve- 
rations upon flight and trivial occafions. Ray on Creation . 

The repetition gives a greater emphafis to the words, and 
ao-rees better with the vehemence of the fpeaker in making his 
ajj'everation. Broome's Notes on Odyffey. 

A'sshead. n.f [from afs and head.~\ One flow of apprehen- 
fion ; a blockhead. 

Will you help an afshead and a coxcomb, and a knave, a 
a thin-faced knave, a gull. > Shakejp. Hamlet. 

Assiduity, n.f [ajfiduite , Fr. ajfiduitas , Lat.] Diligence; 

clofenefs of application. ' 

Can he, who has undertaken this, want conviction of the ne- 

' ceffity of his utmoft vigour and affiduity to acquit himfelf of 
it ? Ro 2 ers - 

We obferve the addrefs and affiduity they will ufe to corrupt 

us. . . 

I have, with much pains and affiduity , qualified myfelf for a 

nomenclator. ^difon. Guardian r, N 6 107. 

ASSFDUOUS. 'todj. Xajjduus , Lat.] Conftant in application. 

And if by pray’r 

InceflTant I could hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can, I would not ceafe 
To weary him with my ajfiduous cries. Parad. Lof , b. xi. 
The moft ajfiduous talebearers, and bittereft revilers, are of- 
ten half-witted people. Government of the Tongue , § 6. 

In fummer, you fee the hen giving herfelf greater freedoms, 
and quitting her care for above two hours together; but in win- 
ter, when the rigour of the feafon would chill the principles of 
life, and deftroy the young one, {he grows more ajfiduous in her 
attendance, and ftays away but half the time. AddiJ on. Spetfator. 
Each ftill renews her little labour, . 

Nor ] uftles her ajfiduous neighbour. . ™ 

Assiduously, adv. [from ajfiduous.-] Diligently ; continually. 
The trade, that obliges artificers to be ajfiduoufy comeriant 

with their materials, is that of glafs-men. °) c - 

The habitable earth may have been perpetually the drier, 
feeing it is affiduoufly drained and exhaufted by the feas. Bentley. 
To Assi'ege. v. a. [ affieger^rj To befiege. . 

JSSIE'NTO. n.f [In Spanifh a contrad or bargain.] A 
contract or convention between the king of Spain and other 
powers, for furnifhing the Spanifh dominions in Amenca whh 
negro flaves. This contraft was transferred from the hrencti 
to the Englifh South-Sea company, by the treaty of 1713D 0 
thirty years; who were likewife permitted to lend a r 
{hip, of 500 tuns, yearly to the Spanifh fettlements, 

pean goods. T , 

To ASSI'GN. v. a. [ ajfgner , Fr. ajpgno , Lat.J 

1. To mark out; to appoint. fLdf valiant 

He ajfigned Uriah unto a place where he knew' that w ^ 

men were. 

Both joining. 

As join’d in injuries, one enmity 
Againft a foe by doom exprefs ajfign'd us. 

That cruelferpent. . . tri- 

True quality is neglected, virtue is opprefled, a 
umphant. The iaft day will ajftgn to every one a town 
able to his character. Add, fin. SpeS. N “9 

2. To fix with regard to quantity or value. . m 

There is no fuch intrinfick, nature!, fetded 

thing, as to make any ajfigned quantity or it coni ^ 
any ajfigned quantity of another. right 

3. Inlaw. In general, to appoint a deputy, or make or j 

to another j in particular, to appoint or fet forft, ® » g 
error, is to Ihew in what part of the procefs error is com 
to ajfign falfe judgment, is to declare how and wher th 
mentis unjufi : %o ajfign the cefibt is to %, 

tift' had cefi’cd, or given over . to. ajfgn wafte, ^ - Qfjjel 

in efpecially the wafte is committed. , mar ke<l 

Assi'gn able. adj. [from ajfgn.] That which may be ^ 

out, or fixed. ^ r jftotle 
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S£ etemaPexiftence, in which the world did not alfo co- 
exift. 


South. 
-e appoint- 

m T h S ; lovers ex-peSed the return of this ftated hour wto 
much i m patience as if it had been a real ajfignation. .peBator. 
Or when a v/hore, in her vocation, 

Keeps pun&ual to an ajfignation. J ‘ 

a- A maki f S OV ; 7 i’^ Fr T° He'that is appointed or deputed 
A l SIGNE L’ perform an/bufinefe, or enjoy 

by anothe , , affiznee may be either in deed or in 

any comm* . • is app y oin ted bv a perfon ; afi 

fn’ee f’L, is he whom the law maketh fo, without any ap- 

pointment of *0 Perfop. _ ^ ^ 

SS The Gofp^ is at once the ajfigner of our task^and Jema- 

Assignment, n.f. [from affign.} Appointment of one thing 

with regard to another thing or perfon. 

The only thing which maketh any place publick, is the pu 

blick ajfignment thereof unto fuch duties. Hooker, b. v. §12. 

This inftitution, which affigns it to a perfon, whom we have 
no rule to know, is juft as good as an ajfignment to no bo^ at 

Assimilable, adj. [from ajfmilate.^ That which may be con- 
verted to the fame nature with fomethmg elie. 

The fpirits of many, long before that time, will find but na- 
ked habitations ; and meeting no ajfumlables wherein to rc- 
aft their natures, muft certainly participate fuch natural defo- 
lations Brown's Vulgar Errours , b. vi. 

To ASSFMILATE. v. a. [ajfmilo, Lat.] 
j To convert to the fame nature with another thing. 

Birds qjfimilate lefs, and excern more, than beafts ; for 
their excrements are ever liquid, and their flefh generally more . 

1 Bacon's Nat. Hiftory. 

Birds be commonly better meat than beafts, becaufe their 
flefh doth ajfimilate more finely, and fecemeth more fubtely. 

J Bacon's Nat. Hijl. N° 6 80. 

Tailing concocl, digeft, ajfimilate , f 

And corporeal to incorporeal turn. Milt. Parad.. Lojt. 

Hence alfo animals and vegetables mzy ajfmilate their nou- 
riffiment ; moift nouriffiment eafily changing its texture, till it 
becomes like the denfe earth . Newton . 

1. To bring to a likenefs, or refemblance. 

A ferine and neceffitous kind of life would eafily ajfimilate at 
leaft the next generation to barbarifin and ferinenefs. 

Elale's Origin of Mankind. 

They are not over patient of mixture ; but fuch, whom they 
cannot ajfimilate , foon find it their intereft to remove. Swift. 
Assi'milateness. n.f. [from ajfimilate.] Likenefs. Didf. 
Assimila'tton. n.f [from ajfimilate. ] 

1. The aft of converting any thing to the nature or fubftance of 
another. 

It farthers the very act of affmilation of nouriffiment, by 
fome outward emollients that make the parts more apt to affi- 
milate. Bacon’s Natural Hiflory, N° 59. 

2. The ftate of being aflimilated. 

A nouriffiment in a large acceptation, but not in propriety, 
conferving the body, not repairing it by affmilation , but pre- 
ferring it by ventilation. Brown's Vulgar Errours , b. iii. 

3. The a£t of growing like fome other being. 

It is as well the inftinct as duty of our nature, to afpire to 
an affmilation with God ; even the moft laudable and generous 
ambition. Dec. of Piety. 

To Assi'mulate. v. a. \_ajJmulo,'Ltit.'] To feign; to coun- 
terfeit. Di£i. 

Assimula'tion. n.f [ajf mulatto, Lat] A diflembling ; a 
counterfeiting. Didl. 

To ASSFST. v.a. \_a[fJlcr,Yr. aJfJ}o,L,at.] To help. 

Receive her in the Lord, as becometh faints, and ajfjl her in 
whatfover bufinefs ffie hath need. Rom. xvi. z. 

It is neceflary and ajf fling to all our other intelle&ual facul- 
ties. Locke. 

Acquaintance with method will afjl one in ranging human 
affairs. _ Watts's Lofick. 

She no fooner yielded to adultery, but ffie agreed to affjl in 
the murder of her huffiand. Broome on Odyffey . 

Assistance, n.f. \_affjlancc, French.] Help; furtherance. 
The council of Trent commends recourfe, not only to the 
prayers of the faints, but to their aid and affjlance : What doth 
this aid and affjlance fignify ? Stilling fleet. 

\ ou have abundant ajfflances for this knowledge, in excellent 
books. Wake's Preparation for Death. 

Let us entreat this neceflary affjlance, that by his grace he 
would lead us. R.o^’ers. 

Assistant, adj. [from uj/l.] Helping; lending aid. 

Some perchance did adhere to the duke, and were afjflant to 
him openly, or at leaft under hand. Hales Com. Law of Em l . 
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f ... » priucipal, b« . - 

or minifterial. »i , 

Some young towardly noblemen or gentlemen were uffia > 

fent as ajfflants or attendants, according to the quality o t e 
perfons. Bacon's Advice to Sir George Villiers. 

2. Sometimes it is only a fofter word for an attendant. 

The pale ajfflants on each other {hir’d, ? 

With gaping mouths for ifluing words prepar’d. Dryden . 

ASSFZE. n. f [afffe, a fitting, Fr.] 

1. An affembly of knights and other fubftantial men, .with the 
’ bailiff or juftice, in a certain place, and at a certain time. 

2. A jury. 

o. An ordinance or ftatute. , 

The court, place, or time, where and when the writs and pro- 


cefies of ajflze are taken. . r rr ^ ow . e ^‘ 

The law was never executed by any justices or ajjize , u 

the people left to their own laws. Sir j. Davies on Ireland. 
At each afflze and term we try ? 

A thoufand rafeals of as deep a dye. Dryden s Juvenal. 

5. Any court of juftice. 

The judging God ffiall clofe the book of fate. 

And there the laft affzes keep, 

For thofe who wake, and thofe who fleep, # Dryden. 

6. Afflze of bread, ale, &c. Meafure, or quantity. Thus it is faid, 
when wheat is of fuch a price, the bread /hall be of fuch aflize. 

7. Meafure; rate: for which we now ufe flze. See Size. 

On high hill’s top I faw a ftately frame. 

An hundred cubits high by juft afflze. 

With hundred pillars. Spen. Viflon of Bellay* 

To Assi'ze'. v. a. [from the noun.] To fix tne rate of any 
thing by an ajflze or writ. 

Assi'zer, or Assiser. n.f. [from afflze.) Is an officer that has 
the care and overfight of weights andmeafures. Chambers. 
Asso'ciable. adj. [aflociabilis, Lat.] That which may be joined 
to another. 

To ASSOCIATE, v. a. [ ajfocier , Fr. affocio , Lat.] 

1. To unite with another as a confederate. 

A fearful army led by CaiusMarcius, 

AJfociated with Aufidius, rages 

Upon our territories. Shakejp. Coriolanus, 

2. To adopt as a friend upon equal terms. 

Ajjociate in your town a wand’ring train. 

And ftrangers in your palace entertain. Dryden' s /Eneid, 

3. To accompany; to keep company with another. 

Friends ffiould ajfociate friends in grief and woe. 

Shakefp. Titus Andronlcus. 

4. It has generally the particle with ; as, he ajjociated with his 
mailer’s enemies. 

Associate, adj. [from the verb.] Confederate ; joined in in- 
tereft or purpofe. 

While I defeend through darknefs, 

To my ajfociate pow’rs, them to acquaint 
With thefe fuccefles. Milt. Par. Lofl, l. x. 

Asso'ciate. n.f [from the verb.] 

1. A perfon joined with another ; a partner. 

They perfuade-the king, now in old age, to make Plangus 
his ajjociate in government with him. Sidney, b. ii. 

2. A confederate. 

Their defender, and his ajfociates, have fithence propofed to 
the world a form fuch as themfelves like. Llooker, l. v. § 27. 

3. A companion; implying fome kind of equality. 

He was accompanied with a noble gentleman, no unfuitable 
ajfociate. Wotton . 

Sole Eve, ajfociate foie, to me beyond 
Compare, above all living creatures dear. 

Milton's Paradife Lofl , b. ix. 
But my ajfociates now my ftay deplore, 

Impatient. Pope's Odyffey. 

Association, n.f. [from officiate.] 

1. Union; conjunction; fociety. 

The church being a fociety, hath the felf-fame original 
grounds, which other politick locieties have; the natural in- 
clination which all men have unto fociable life, and confent to 
fome certain bond of afjbciation ; which bond is the law that 
appointeth what kind of order they ffiall be aflociated in. 

Hooker , l. u 

2. Confederacy ; union for particular purpofes. 

This could not be done but with mighty oppofition: againft: 
which, to ftrengthen themfelves, they fecretly entered into a 
league of ajfbciation. Hooker , Preface . 

3. Partnerffiip. 

Self-denial is a kind of holy ajficiation with God ; and, by 
making you his partner, interefts you in all his happinefs Boyle. 

4. Connexion. 

AJJ'ociation of ideas is of great importance, and may be of 
excellent ufe. _ Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

5. Appofition ; union of matter. 

The changes of corporeal things are. to be placed only in 
the various feparations, and new ajfociatmis and mot ons of 
thefe permanent particles. Newton's Opticks 
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